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{ V. 2. 3y way ampn 9. To the unprejudiced mind, nothing can

show so strikingly the truth of the traditional otal-law as the first two
paragraphs, V. 2—-6 and 7-—11, with which this “Mosajc Lawgiving” starts,
The civil and criminal laws of the Nation are to be given, the fundamenta|
basis and the ordinances of justice and humaneness are to be laid down,
which are to govern the relationship and behaviour of man to his fellows
man in the state; the first matter to be dealt with, quite naturally deals with
the rights of man, and this starts with the sentences: "When a man
sells another man, and "when a man sells bis daughter!” What an
unthinkable enormity if actually this “written word” of the "book of
{{ Law of the Jewish Nation" should really be the one and only sole sourcé
of the Jewish conception of "Rights”. What a mass of laws and principlef
of jurisprudence must have already been said nd fixed, considered _
down "and explained, before the Book of Taw could reach these, or evey
speak—of_these, which, after all, are only quite exceptional cases. Ang
(it is with these sentences, the contents of which deny and limit the very
holiest personal right of man, the right to personal freedom, that thﬁ

Law - begins. But it is quite a different matter if the written wotd, th§

"Book™ is 70t the real source of the Jewish™conception of Rights, if thig

) e e’ S ~y =
Y\ fiource s the traditional law, which was entrusted to the living word to
which this “book™ js oply to be an_aid to memo and reference, when

‘oibts arise, if, as indeed s stated in the “'book” itself, the total and comp-
Hele Law had been given over to the people in its completé form, and had

T S
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<heen impressed upon them, and explained to them and lived by tnem Iur
! Aull forty years, before Moses, just before his death, was to hand them this
Ewﬂtten book. ‘Then we can well understand_that it is just the exceptional )
‘pnses which principally_come to be described, so that just from them, the
fiormal general principles of justice and humanity may be more strikingly
G “realised. Then we can understand how it is that general principles of justice
‘are altogether not so much given in this “book™, but preferably single o
‘toncrete cases, and these are described in the “book™ in such an instructive /9
‘manner that the principles which underly them, and which had been entrus-
“ted to the living minds and living practice of the people, can easily be seen
from them. Then we can understand how the language used in this “book™
is sa skillfully chosen that often by the use of a striking expression, an
urusual or altered construction, the position of a word, a letter etc, a
whole train of ideas of justice and human rights is indicated. After all,
it was not_out_of this book that the law was to have been acquired. 'This
\G hook_was to be given into the hands of those who were already well .
informed inthe_taw, simply as a thedns of _refaming and_of revwmg
ever afresh this knowledge which had be been entrusted to theit memories;
and also to the tcachers of Law as a means of teachmnyg to which the
students can go for references to the traditional actual faws, so that the
written scntences lying before them would make it easy for them to recall
{o their minds the knowledge they had received orally.

The an32w 790 is to be to the 18 Fyaw a7 in the relation of short
notes on a fulland extensive lecture on any scientific subject, For the Stadent
who has_heard the whale lecturc, short notes are_quite sufficient to bring
back afresh to his mind at any time the whole subject of the Jecture. For

w him, a word, an added mark of interrogation, or exclamation, & dot, the
underlining of a word etc. etc., is often quite sufficient to recall to his
mind a whole series of thoughts, a remark etc. For those whe had not heard
the lecture from the Master, such_notes would bm
were to try to%tru&ﬁent:f:c contents of the lecture Titerally from

9'7( such notes they would of necessity make many errors. Words, marks, etc,

AN

which serve those scholars who had heard the lecture as instructive guid/ig
stars to the wisdom that had been taught and learnt, stare at the ummtlg
as unmeaning sphinxes. The wisdom, the truths, which the initiate
produce from them (but do not produce out of them) are sneered a_

q)({ the uninitiated, as being merely a clever or witty play of words and etfifil
dreams without any real foundation.

When the word of God wants us to realise what are the pnnCIp r
of rights and humaneness which it demands for the respect of the humik
being, it starts off with the criminal. And it takes for its examp!e;

Vﬂ criminal against property, that criminal who, in ali other states, is threatsné
with the direst punishment to body and freedom, and it shows us what is {}i§
treatment that God's idea of Rights in His State, dictates. Let us read t
law: -

.
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( N TODAY'S SEDRAH, WE READ THE WELL-KNOWN WORDS OF yy

ox7u, followed by the verse: Jp%x 11 nx 2K, “You shall love
Hashem, your G-d” (6:4-5), followed by: *31x 1wx PRI DM
7337 Sy ov3 Myn, “And these words which I command you today
shall be upon your heart” (6:6).

\s Rabbi Mendel of Kotzk explains this latter verse as follows, Al-
though the commandments of the Torah are addressed to Klal
Yisrael, to all Jews, each person is urged to consider the following.
When he learns Torah, although there is so much Torah still to be
studied, &t that particular moment he must say to himself, “This is

{| the only pasuk, this is the only daf, and | must focus on’i_'.c,—;s

though there is no other verse or page except this one which [ am
presently studying.” That is what is meant by nxn o277, “these
words.” And although there are many Jews in the world, a person
must feel as though he is the only one who is being commanded,

[@and therefore the responsibiiity is his alone, and cannot be shifted

to another. This is what is meant by the word Ja¥», “which I com-
mand you.” And lest a person say, “[ need not fulfill it immediately,
for there is plenty of time,” the Torah says to him ow, “this day,”
for there may be no other. —_

U The Kotzker Rebbe also explains the last two wards of this pasuk.
The Torah states 3122% Sy, “on your heart.” Why does the TS}Eh'ﬁ‘a‘g
say 2273, “in your heart”? He answers that Jews are not always 1r;‘5
the moed to listen to G-d and obey Him. Often, they are distractecf
and unprepared to listen to the commandments of the Almighty,

ak and therefore their heart is not open at that moment t& Fgeeive

G-d's words and accept them into their heart. The Torah under-
stands this and therefore says to us: If you cannot take them into

17/06/2021 15:56
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your heart, at least put them on your heart. A time will corme when
you will be ready to accept these words. Let them be on your heart
50 that when that moment arrives and your heart opens up, these
words will fall right in! From the comments of the Kotzker Rebbe -
we see how every word and phrase in the Torah is pregnant with
special meaning.

Aduiiil,

V. 4. ynw. At once, the first sentence of the compendium of the
Torah which Moses wrote down out of his recapitulation of the Torah for
the guidance of the people in the decentralisation (see XXI1,5) is the
sentence which, up to the present day, for every Jew—even if he finds
himself in the most solitary isolation—kecps his consciousness of being a
Jew still alive; the sentence that the little Jewish child first learns to lisp at
its mother's knee and which is the last that his friends call after every Jewish

soul as a farewcll grecting at his departure from this world; the sentence

. which Jews have carried and carry through the world as the Standard of

(

(o

God for His reconquest of mankind, the sentence which is the fast that a son
of Israel who is sinking away from Judaism casts away from him; the sent-
ence which expresses the Jewish consciousness of the “oneness of God” (i.e.
of 'A the God of Love and ' the God Who dispenses justice as the
Judge being all one and the same ', all and oaly the God of Love, see
below 1.L). And as a result of this consciousness, sentences are added
which, wherever the Jew may live, educate his child, live his private and
public life, when he lies down and gets up, prepares his hand for deeds,
his mind for thoughts, build his house, fixes his doors, they bring to his
mind the mission of his life, the purpose of his education, the purpose
of his homely and public efforts, the principles behind his deeds, the

o] axioms for his thoughts and the dedication of the whole of his private

Hb

1

and public life, and which sentences he accordingly has to repeat fiz{flﬁf
early and late, e

Our knowledge of God does not rest on 9w but on 4y
was_obtained by the evidénce of the actual senses of the whole o
nation. Moses could say to his people: Dp¥3 KW 7 9 nyTy new AP
™Y PX. (Thou hast been brought to know by sceing that God (" nigf
is ‘Go_d, there is nonc else beside Him, (Ch. IV,35). But this rcvt.-Ifi(‘f
of Himself, making Himself perceptable on earth, God only did o1
when laying the foundation for the creation of His People, so that it ('-n
be a means'of conviction from generation to generation, from comnllj-n'
to community, and remain by direct tradition the indisputable basly
which, for all eternity, every son of Israel has to build up all his think
and doing. Henceforth it does not say WOWH RO but T yew. Not
+of the phenofhena of nature and history 15 1t that each one of us hag

the greatest and smallest in nature, the greatest and smallest event in histh
proclaims iiself as His work, His governing. Then in the world of m:tlu
and history of our own times we shall still see ghe ruling of the Goy
of our fathers, and, like them, we will wander thro:lg'b' this world wﬂ‘?
God, and of Jewish minds and heatts it will eternally say: "They did od i
see Thy ways O God, even the ways of my God, my King in holinetlf:
TIP3 UK mih Pt Py e (Ps. LXVII,25)
Therefore: "#xwr ynp”.— , -
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